Since the discovery of brassinolide (1) 
Since the discovery of brassinolide (1) from rape pollen1} a variety of novel brassinoliderelated plant growth regulators have been found from chestnut insect gall (compounds 52) and 83)), Dolichos lablab (2, 3, 6 and 7)4-6) phaseolus vulgaris (10 and ll),7) Brassica campestris (4, 8 and 9) and Thea sinensis (8 and 9 Our result is not only the first indication of the occurrence of a brassinolide-related steroid in gymnosperm,15) but also arouses a biosynthetic interest. The biological activity of 12 in the rice-lamina inclination test is about onetenth of that of castasterone, revealing that 2a-hydroxyl is not a prerequisite for inducing biological activity.
